Contemporary Personalities
always declare that he is not responsible for a 5s. income-tax. It is like the eclipse which awaits the great man of letters in the period which follows his death before posterity returns to an ultimate judgment. History has damned Fox for his factious opposition to the Governments which preserved us from Napoleonic domination, and history will equally condemn Ramsay MacDonald for the far lesser evil he had the power to do to a Britain which was fighting for its life against the Kaiser. But in the mean-time the issue is dead, and is only springing into life at the moment when the Labour Party is likely to have a decisive word in the direction of national foreign policy.
I should say that the real objection that the writer of the future will take to Mr. Ramsay Mac-Donald's attitude on the war is that he was not sufficiently fanatical to be deemed* a ^completely honest fanatic. To use a homely phrase he rather weakly flopped. Unlike Mr. Snowden, he did not fight absolutely blindly for peace and internationalism at any price. Like Mr. Gladstone, he continually rested under the suspicion of trimming his sails to catch a veering of the wind of popular opinion. On the responsibility for the war, on the duty of aiding recruiting, and finally on conscription he was one who would go to the very limit of Pacifism ; and then shrink back as though frightened by the hostility which his spoken and written words aroused. The result was a series of not very edifying complaints about " misreporting " or " misrepresentation."
There are those who imagine that because the Leader of the Opposition has giv|m his more extreme or noisy followers a hint or tjjtfo on Parliamentary
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